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Data! Data! Data!
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Astronomical archives 
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The problem: Interoperability 
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Multi-λ Astronomy

GW170817
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~ 4000 astronomers
~ 900 groups



Multi-λ Astronomy
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 VLT/UVES
 14 nights / 841 days
 Period: 2.5 – 3.7 h
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Multi-λ Astronomy

LP944-20



 IR data rules out the planetary hypothesis.

Enrique Solano. CAB-SVOVO Intro.XX SVO school. Nov 2021  8/21

Multi-λ Astronomy



The goal

Google is transparent. The VO goal is to achieve the same feeling for 
astronomical data.
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The International Virtual Observatory Alliance 
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The Virtual Observatory roadmap 

Development of standards

Uptake of standards by data centres

VO-tools

VO-science
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The power of VO: Aladin

Discovery of 1000s 
of archives / 
services

Data available in the 
FoV → Green 

VO Intro.XX SVO school. Nov 2021 Enrique Solano. CAB-SVO  12/21



The power of VO: Aladin

Interoperability 
(same orientation 
and scale).
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SVO Pro-Am
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SVO Pro-Am
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SVO Pro-Am
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SVO Pro-Am
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Encuesta FAAE:

82% AMs no ha usado herramientas de VO

70% AMs interesado en participar en un taller formativo

48% interesado en imágenes

41% en fotometría

19% publicación de datos en VO

17% espectros 

 



The school
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- Expose participants to the variety of VO tools and services available today so 
that they can use them efficiently for their own research.

- Gather requirements and feedback from participants.

- Since 2009. XX SVO school
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Multi-λ 
Astronomy
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Multi-λ 
Astronomy
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Final remarks
  
  
 The FAIR principle is fulfilled in Astronomy thanks to the Virtual 

Observatory making reality what in other disciplines is just a 
dream. 
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